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SUNFAIR PARADE 2007

The Yakima Trolleys’ Centennial Year, 2007, is
shaping up to be the best ever.  Ridership is up,
the bank account has the highest balance in
recent memory, an endowment fund has been set
up and publicity for the trolleys has been great.
The most recent public event was the annual
Sunfair parade held on September 29.

An old wagon that resembles a trolley has been
deteriorating on the parking lot at Track 29.  We
were able to locate its owner, Dawn Campbell,
and work out a deal with her to run the wagon as
our float in the parade.  Dawn provided the horses
and driver and we fixed up the derelict wagon for
her.  Paul Edmondson, Ken Johnsen, Ed Neel and

Larry Perrigo spent a couple days preparing the
wagon for the parade.

Ed revamped the brake system, making brake
shoes out of the tread of an old truck tire.  Ken
repainted portions of the wagon.  Paul washed the
seats and vacuumed the floor.  Larry persuaded
Clark Smith of Elliott Tire to donate four slightly
used tires and mount them onto the wagon’s
wheels.  June Neel also helped with providing
food and washing seats.

Coca-Cola has provided us with two 20-foot ban-
ners proclaiming the trolleys’ 100 th  birthday.
Thanks to a framework built by Ed, the banners

As the YVT float passes by 6th Avenue Joe Rief (in trolley), Ed Neel on steps, June
Neel, and Richard Wilkens are there to greet it as Ken Johnsen walks alongside.



were mounted on each side of the wagon and
were a vivid reminder of the significance of this
time in the trolleys’ history.  The parade ride
went well.  Dressed in old time costumes on board
the wagon were Lauri Johnsen, Crystal
Knoblaugh and her 3 daughters, Crystal’s grand-
father Buryl, Kathy Perrigo and Larry Perrigo.
Ken Johnsen walked alongside and handed out
trolley stickers and postcards.

SELAH TRIP

Two weeks earlier, on September 15 th , we made
our annual trip to Selah in trolley #1776 with the
help of the motor/generator car on loan to us from
Issaquah.  Ed Neel built a new stronger drawbar
for this trip, and it performed well.  The motor did
overheat several times along the way, but we just
stopped and let it cool down and added a little
more antifreeze and it was soon running
smoothly again.

In a couple places such as the Yakima Avenue
crossing, the sand and gravel was packed so tight
in the flangeways that motorman Scott had to get

a running start to get through it.  In Selah Gap
the trees were overgrown in one spot and
knocked the whistle off the 1776 car’s roof.  Ed
and Mark hiked back along the track and re-
trieved the whistle.  Photos were taken to docu-
ment the trip.  The crew included Mark
Fredrickson, Ken Johnsen, Ed Neel, Scott Neel,
Larry Perrigo and Dan Tamsky.

YAKIMA TROLLEY BOTTLED WATER

The YVT is now the only trolley railroad in the
country (and probably the world) with its own
brand of bottled water.  Thanks to Tony Wonders,
the “Famous Yakima Trolley Brand” of artesian
well drinking water is now for sale in the gift
shop.  Tony’s son-in-law owns Stafford Bottling
Company in Yakima and they did a run of water
in specially marked bottles for the trolleys.  They
sell for $1.50 each and make a great souvenir.

Ken and Gregory Johnsen worked together to



design the label for the water. Our water comes
from a genuine artesian well in Yakima and is
pure and tasty.  It does not come from the tap like
Desani and other big name waters.  Our water
began as snowfall in the Cascade Mountains 1000
years ago and has worked its way down through
the aquifer to Yakima.

OVERHEAD WIRE RESTORATION

We now have on hand both the feeder wire and
the trolley wire needed to restore the power
distribution system for the Selah line.  We are
awaiting the construction of the relays and their
boxes in order to begin installation.  The City of
Yakima spent almost $20,000 for the trolley wire
and Puget Sound Energy and Potelco donated the
feeder wire.

Work parties for line restoration are scheduled to
begin in October and go until the weather gets
bad.

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

All eyes now are focused on our Centennial
celebration to be held on Saturday, December
22nd.  This day will see a re-enactment of the first
run of a trolley in Yakima on December 22, 1907,
and will be the climax of our year long 100 th

birthday observance.  Following the re-enactment
run at 2:00 pm, a Christmas trolley will operate
the rest of the afternoon and into the evening,
weather permitting.  Fares on the 22 nd will be five
cents, the same as they were in 1907.

Many dignitaries, families of original YVT folks,
the Board of Directors of YVT and others will be
in attendance at the gala affair.  Even Santa
Claus has agreed to come.  And I am trying to
arrange for about 2½ inches of snow to fall in the
evening for ambiance.  We will need volunteers
for a number of things on the 22 nd, and I ask each
YVT member to please save that day open on
their schedule so that they can help.  Mark your
calendar today!  And if you can come in period
dress for the Centennial, all the better!

Ken Johnsen, President
Yakima Valley Trolleys

Top: #1776 passes by Davis High School. Middle:
Kicking up the dust on 6th Avenue near the Salvation
Army. Bottom: The Selah Crew-Ed Neel, Dan Tamsky,
Mark Fredrickson, Larry Perrigo, Scott Neel, and Ken
Johnsen, the man behind the view finder.



YVT BULLETINYVT BULLETINYVT BULLETINYVT BULLETINYVT BULLETIN

The YVT Bulletin is the official publica-
tion of the Yakima Valley Trolleys, a non-
profit, volunteer organization dedicated
to the operation and preservation of the
former Yakima Valley Transportation Co.
lines in Yakima, Washington.

AR TICLES

If you would like to submit an article or
other information for the newsletter send
items to:

YVT Bulletin
C/O Richard Wilkens

3901 191 PL SW
Lynnwood, WA 98036

or
E-Mail to: railsnw@worldnet.att.net

VOLUNTEERING

The Yakima Valley Trolleys have volun-
teering opportunities for people of all skill
levels. Jobs range from operating the trol-
leys to maintenance of the railway and
equipment and handling publicity to giv-
ing museum tours. If you are interested
please contact us at:

(509) 249-5656

yakimavalleytrolleys@hotmail.com

Yakima Valley Trolleys
P.O. Box 796

Yakima, WA 98907-0796

Visit us on the web at:
yakimavalleytrolleys.org

UPCOMING
EVENTS

December 22December 22December 22December 22December 22
Christmas Trolley & Centennial Re-
Enactment of Yakima’s very first
trolley run 100 years ago.

Just Another DayJust Another DayJust Another DayJust Another DayJust Another Day
on the YVTon the YVTon the YVTon the YVTon the YVT

By Richard Wilkens

Twenty five years ago in October 1982 three friends and I drove
from the Seattle area to Yakima to try and catch the VYT in
action. Arriving early in the morning we stopped by the car barn.
There we found Mel Lucas, who said they would be going out
with the 298 to Congdon Warehouse on the Orchard Spur and
also out to Selah. Before they could begin their work, though,
they had to wait for the Union Pacific to bring in some cars.

The first work of the morning was to switch a Burlington North-

Top: Steeple cab #298 prepares to cross 3rd Avenue heading to the
UP Yard. Below: Mel Lucas sits in the morning sun while waiting for
the Union Pacific.



Top: The UP finally arrives by late morning and switches
out the cars needed by the YVT for its day’s work. Middle:
#298 sits next to the Fort Worth & Denver (BN) grain
hopper it will spot at the feed mill on 2nd Avenue. Bottom:
After dropping off the grain car the #298 heads back to the
UP yard.

After flagging 3rd Avenue the brakeman gets on and the
crew heads up Pine Street on its way to the Congdon
Warehouse at Orchard on the Orchard Avenue Line..

ern grain hopper into the feed mill on 2nd Av-
enue. From there they headed back to the UP
yard and picked up UP Fruit Express refrigerator
car UPFE 458562. After dodging traffic on Tieton,
16th Avenue and South Nob Hill the 298, with its
lone car turned onto the private right of way to

head up the Orchard Spur to the Congdon Ware-
house at the end of the line. At Exchange they
dropped the car off on the East track and the 298
headed light to Congdon’s.

Upon arriving at the warehouse the crew was
informed that the car they were to pick up, UPFE
457534, was still being loaded and wouldn’t be
ready until late afternoon. In the true fashion of
the YVT the crew said they would wait. With the
car finally loaded they headed back to Exchange
and after running down the west track they
coupled up to the other car and pushed it back to
Congdon’s. The crew was restricted from street
running on Nob Hill during rush hour, so they
stopped short and Mel and the brakeman headed
across the street for dinner. We joined them and
had a good talk over dinner on how things had
changed on the YVT with more of the warehouses
shipping by truck.



Above & Right: The crew has just swung off of Tieton Drive
and is now heading south down the middle of 16th Avenue
on its way to the Orchard Line.

Left & Below: On South Nob Hill the tracks were located
on the north side of the roadway. Travelling with the
traffic westbound wasn’t as bad as heading eastbound
when the crew had to deal with oncoming traffic.

In the next issue we will
continue our visit on the

Orchard Avenue Line.

Finally ok’ed to run on South Nob Hill the
crew proceeded back to the UP yard. It was
really entertaining to see the cars pulling out
of side streets turning west on Nob Hill to
encounter a locomotive running eastward.
Upon reaching the UP yard the crew dropped
off the 457534 and then headed back to 6th
Avenue and the trip to Selah. We chased
them up 6 th , but since it was getting dark we
decided to head back home.



CALLING
ALL

HANDS !

              We need y our help to
mak e the  Yakima Valle y

Trolle ys a great organization!

The follo wing are some of the
projects that w e cur rentl y

need help with:

Br ill Master Unit #21  - Cur rently this car has a
short that needs to be located.

Trac k Work - We have a kinked rail up in the
Selah Gap that will need to be chang ed out. We
also need to clean out the f langeways in the
street trackage.

General Cleanup  - The carbar n needs a good
cleanup both inside and out.

Overhead Wire  - We need to work on getting
the wir e re-installed in Selah Gap . The overhead
in the yard at the carbar n needs some re-align-
ment.

Lad der Tr uck  - We still have a number of things
to do to g et the hi-r ail ladder tr uck back on the
road.

Street Tur nouts  - Several of the street tur nouts
need to be r ebuilt and cleaned out.

Tree Tr imming  - We need to tr im tr ees on 6th
Avenue and also in the Selah Gap.

And the big one , finish the pur chase of the
Carbar n and begin some much needed str uc-
tural repairs.

We hope to see y ou all soon!

TTTTTrick or Trick or Trick or Trick or Trick or T reatreatreatreatreat
The following is from the Yakima Valley Transportation Co. collection at the

Yakima Valley Museum.

SPECIAL NOTICE No. 228

Yakima, Washington, October 29, 1924.

To all Carmen:

                 Account Halloween, which is Friday, October 31st, it will be necessary for all carmen to
operate their cars with extreme care both the 30th and 31st during the hours of darkness. You may
expect to find obstacles of all descriptions on the track in obscure places and you may also expect to find
the rails greased or soaped on grades.

    Acknowledge receipt.

W.S.H.

Superintendent
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o Trolley restoration / maintenance
o Trolley operation
o Track maintenance
o Overhead wire maintenance
o Ticket selling / gift shop

o Board of Directors / officers
o Liaison with City of Yakima
o Museum development
o Public Relations
o Finances and bookkeeping

o Website and e-mail
o Publications / newsletter
o Audio / video productions
o Archives / library
o Fund raising

o Other

DUES AND DONATIONS
Dues are $25.00 per calendar year. Donations are gladly accepted to help with necessary repairs and projects of the YVT. YVT is a
501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. All donations are tax deductible.

Name

Address

E-mail address

Phone (     )

City State     Zip

o New Member   o Renewal

In the space below, please list all current & previous organizations you have belonged to:

o Enclosed is $25.00 for my membership.
o Enclosed is my donation in the amount of:

Total enclosed:

Mail application and dues, payable to Yakima Valley Trolleys , to:
Ken Johnsen, Membership Secretary, P.O. Box 161, Renton, WA 98057-0161

$
$
$
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Yakima V alley T rolleys
P.O. Box 796

Yakima, W A 98907-0796

FIRST CLASS


